
M.C.C.S.A. OPERATING RULES 

 
1. The Merrill Creek Conservation and Sportsmen Association (herein known as 

MCCSA) Operating rules are defined as the rules to cover the daily operation 

of association procedures and are subject to change by a majority vote of a 

quorum, except for rules pertaining to the point system, which must be 

changed in the same manner as the bylaws.  These rules shall not alter the 

purpose and intent of bylaws.  Any Merrill Creek Reservoir (herein known as 

MCR) specific stipulations as outlined by MCR to items listed herein will 

appear as an addendum to these operating rules 

 

2. Each Member is allowed to bring one guest to a meeting, but such guest shall 

have no voice or vote on association business, The guest must sign in along 

with the host member and should be introduced by the member at the 

beginning of the meeting 

 

3. Dues and assessments if any, will be set by the executive board based upon 

annual budget and be approved by a majority vote of a full quorum.  Dues will 

be due each May 1st and be payable to the treasurer by check or money 

order.  Nonpayment of dues by May31st shall be deemed as notification to 

the association that a member no longer wishes to remain a member.  

Assessments will be due on the date prescribed by the executive board and 

payable to the treasurer by check or money order.  A notification of 

assessments will be made through an email to the club members at least 30 

days prior to the due date prescribed by the executive board.  Nonpayment of 

assessments by the date prescribed by the executive board shall be deemed 

as a notification to the association that a member no longer wishes to remain 

a member.  Any exceptions to the scheduled date for the payment of dues or 

assessments must be submitted in writing to the treasure two weeks prior to 

the payment deadline.  All exceptions requests will be reviewed by the 

executive board. 

 

4. In order to retain membership in the association: 

 



A). each “FULL” member must attain a minimum of 50% of all points assigned 

for meetings, activities, work details, etc. known as association points, as 

administered by MCCSA.  

 

B). each “exempt” member must attend a minimum of 3 meeting per year 

 

C). each regular meeting will be assigned 5 points, work details 10 points. 

Members will be given 5 points for attending regular meetings, 10 points for 

regular work details where the membership has been notified by email, 2 

points per hour for committee work details that are preapproved by a quorum 

of the executive board, and 5 points for committee meetings.  Other activities 

such as surveys, etc. will be announced.  Extra point details will be made 

available, on a as needed basis, for those members unable to attend 

meetings or work details due to working swing shift or having other legitimate 

reasons.  The member must request extra point details in writing to the 

executive board stating when he is available and giving details as to why he is 

not available for regular details New members will be credited 10 points for 

the 2 meetings they miss in July and August. 

 

D).  Members leaving meetings or work details, prior to the end must sign out 

(noting time) and will receive prorated credit at the executive board’s 

discretion. 

 

E). Each “FULL” member (excluding exempt members) must attend at least 1 

of the work details required by MCR (I.E.- Arc day, roadside cleanup, forestry 

days.) 

 

 

5. The point year shall end immediately following the May meeting and the 

number of association points will be determined and those members not 

having 50% and not meeting the required 1 work detail, will be considered 

expelled from the association 

 

6. The following members have special exemptions 

 

A). College students-full time students earning at least 12 credits per 

semester will not be required to earn points, or the 1 required work detail.  

Students must present a schedule of their classes to the executive board, 

within 30 days of the start of each semester. 

 



B). service personnel-on full time tour of duty or active duty will not be 

required to earn points or the required 1 work detail. 

The above members must pay full dues and assessments as prescribed 

by the executive board, based upon the annual budget. 

 

C). members 65 and over- any member in this category who has been a 

member for at least 10 years will not be required to earn points but must pay 

dues and assessments and attend at least 3 regularly scheduled meetings 

per year, excluding any other association point functions.  These members 

will be referred to as “exempt” members. These exempt members will not be 

required to attend the 1 required work detail.  Any member with exempt status 

before 10/16/2025 will be grandfathered exempt. 

 

D). Any other requests for exception (i.e. leave of absence) must be 

presented, in writing, to the to the executive board for final resolution. 

 

E). A member in good standing may apply for “honorary membership” status 

in the MCCSA by submitting the honorary membership status application form 

along with their tree stand identification tag to the executive board.  The 

applicant, upon approval, agrees to the following provisions: 

  

 The honorary member: 

 

1) Will not have hunting privileges, including guest status 

2) Will remove their permanent tree stand from the property 

3) Will be kept on the mailing list 

4) Will be allowed to attend meetings but will not have voting 

privileges 

5) May attend the annual picnic/dinner, but must pay the club cost 

assessed by the treasurer 

6) Will not be assessed regular membership dues or points 

7) Will submit a written request to reactivate his/her membership to 

the executive board.  The request must be submitted at least 2 

weeks prior to the May meeting 

8) Will, depending on available openings, be reinstated as a 

regular member on a 1st come 1st served basis. 

9) Will, depending on available openings, be offered a associate 

membership at the current associate membership fee if no 

regular membership openings are available 



10) Will be permitted to receive Honorary membership status 2 

times in a lifetime. 

11) Will, on an annual basis, for as long as he or she desires to 

remain an honorary member, submit an application form to the 

executive board to renew their honorary membership status.  

The application form must be submitted to the executive board 

at least two weeks prior to the May meeting.  Failure to submit 

an application form to the executive board to renew his or her 

honorary membership status shall be deemed as notification to 

the association that an honorary member no longer wishes to 

remain a member and his or her membership in the MCCSA will 

be terminated 

 

7. An application for membership shall be made to the visitors center office, by 

filling out a application and emailing to the designated person on the form.  

The designated person, assigned by the executive board, will have the sole 

responsibility to administer and maintain the waiting list.  The administrative 

procedures for the waiting list will be available to the membership by request 

by email to the secretary, vice president, or president at that time.  Any 

changes on how the waiting list is maintained will be by majority vote of the 

executive board 

 

8. Any member who brings a non- member onto the property for the purpose of 

hunting without first obtaining a guest pass shall be expelled from the 

association. 

 

Exceptions to this rule are: 

A). A member, may bring a child, under the age of 18, with him or her 

provided a waiver or application for guest pass has been fully executed.  

The child must remain with the member while hunting. 

B).  A member may bring a youth, under the age of 18, with him or her, 

provided a waiver, or application for guest pass has been duly executed 

by the member and the youth’s parent or guardian.  All guest pass 

procedures apply to youth hunters and the youth must remain with the 

member while hunting. 

9. Wildlife questionnaire/surveys if issued by MCR and /or MCCSA must be filled 

out by all members and associates (if applicable) as an association activity.  

Members who fail to respond to questionnaire/surveys to MCR and/or 



MCCSA by the designated deadline date associated with the 

questionnaire/survey will have 5 points deducted from their point total 

 

10.  After harvesting a deer on MCR property, all MCCSA members, associate 

members, guests and children of members, must report the deer and all 

associated harvest data within 24 hours of harvest by one of the methods 

listed in the attached addendum. 

A). Regular members will have 10 points deducted from their point 

total if a deer harvested is not reported within 24 hours of harvest to 

MCR by one of the methods listed in the attached addendum. 

B). Associate members will be removed from the waiting list. 

C).Guests will be banned from hunting on MCR property 

D). If a member’s child does not comply, the responsible member 

will have 10 points deducted from the point total. 

11. All members must have their MCCSA ID cards on their person while 

hunting.  The ID will have member name and number each year to show 

that a member is in good standing.  Likewise, car hangers must be 

displayed in the front windshield of parked vehicles 

12. Vehicle access: 

  A). No vehicle may block a gate or roadway access 

 B). All vehicles associated with the club must display the current    

window hanger in the front windshield of their vehicle while parked 

at MCR property and associated roadways for any activity during 

the year related to hunting, work details, scouting, stand 

maintenance, etc. 

 C). Permitted limited use of gates and gated areas: 

There is no vehicular access to interior portions of the MCR 

property by MCCSA, except for when specifically allowed by 

MCR.  Access to MCR gated areas and their associated 

roads, forest and fields is only granted by MCR under 

specific stipulations as outlined by MCR in the attached 

addendum to these operating rules. 

D). Normal parking for hunting purposes is expected to extend                     

from about one hour before daylight to about one hour after 



daylight.  If a hunter is trailing a deer after those hours their 

vehicle windshield hanger should be turned around to show 

that tracking is in progress. 

 

13.  Any member who shoots and wounds game on MCR property may follow 

or pursue such game onto adjacent land, but must first secure permission 

from the landowners.  Permission must be obtained from MCR staff before 

pursuing wounded or downed game in the Environmental Preserve, and/or 

in any MCR hunting restricted area or MCR work/construction zone (if 

applicable).  This rule does not apply to the Environmental Preserve Area 

on days when there is a MCR sanctioned hunt associated with the 

Environmental Preserve Area. 

14. Guest pass procedures: 

 A). 5 guest passes are available at the MCR visitors center. during MCR 

visitors center’s normal operating hours 

 B). The MCCSA member must ensure that the Application for guest pass 

form is filled out in full by the guest of the member, and then signed by 

both the member and the guest.  The members signature attests to the 

fact that he/she witnessed the guest’s signature, and that both member 

and guest are fully aware of all the rules regulating the guest pass 

availability. 

 C).  After the form is filled out, the identification ID card and guest 

automobile pass can be given to either the member or the guest. 

 D).  The guest must have in possession a guest ID card at all times while 

hunting on MCR property.  If the guest’s vehicle is used, the guest 

automobile pass must be placed in the windshield of the guest’s vehicle. 

 E).  The member must accompany the guest at all times while hunting 

MCR property 

 F).  Immediately after hunting, the guest’s ID card and Automobile pass 

must be returned to the visitor’s center.  If the visitors center is closed the 

materials should be returned the following day, or placed in the MCR 

mailbox in the area of the visitor’s center/boat launch gates. 

 G).  Although guest passes are distributed on a first-come first-served 

basis. (one pass per member).   A guest pass can be obtained up to 2 

business days prior to using it by picking up at the visitor’s center on a first 



come-first served basis. Each member is entitled to use the guest pass 

procedure 2 times during the club year. 

 H).  Prior to the start of the hunting year, Members must complete the 

application for guest pass form for their children, which will cover hunting 

by the child for that year until the age of 18.  If the child turns 18 during the 

hunting year the hunting privilege will be extended for the remainder of the 

current hunting year.  Children will not be issued a guest pass or ID card. 

 I).  With the exception of member’s minor children and youth hunters, all 

guests must be 18 years of age or older. 

 J).  No guest passes will be issued the first or last day of 6 day firearm 

season. 

 K).  Guests may use only portable tree stands unless given permission by 

a member to use his/her permanent tree stand. 

 L).  All applicable portions of the Operating Rules apply to guests. 

 M).  Members accept total responsibility of their guests.  Should a member 

and/or his guest violate any of the MCR general rules and regulation, the 

operating rules or by-laws which govern the MCCSA, and/or the 

requirements as set forth in the MCCSA license, the member will be 

subject to disciplinary action as outlined in the by-laws, operating rules, 

and/or license, and the guest will be denied permission of future use of 

MCR property. 

15. There will be 9 meetings per year, weather permitting, for a total of 45 

association points.  They will be held on the 3rd Thursday of each month at 

the MCR visitors center at 7:30pm.  There will be no  regularly scheduled 

meetings in the following months: 

 A).  January  

 B).  February  

 C).  June  

16. All new members and associate members must attend or have attended 

an association orientation meeting before receiving passes, identification, 

etc. 

17.  TREE STANDS: 

A) Members are limited to one permanent tree stand on MCR 

property.  



B)  All tree stands should be separated by at least 100 yards unless 

there is a agreement by the members of adjacent stands to forgo 

the distance requirements.  The member’s stand must be identified 

with the MCCSA tree stand tag issued by the MCCSA   Trees 

designated for continuous use of a portable stand shall be identified 

with the MCCSA tag and marking ribbons that are visible from 360 

degrees.  Painting or carving on trees to identify tree stands or 

permanently marking trails to tree stands is prohibited 

C) An existing stand that is not marked with a MCCSA stand tag 

may be removed by a member or may be taken over as the a 

members one permanent stand 

D).  Reporting GPS stand locations is required, refer to attached 

addendum for specifics 

E). Any member hunting out of another member’s stand without 

permission will be subject to disciplinary action from the executive 

board up to and including removal from MCCSA 

F). Any member tampering with another member’s stand will be 

subject to disciplinary action from the executive board up to and 

including removal from MCCSA 

G).  Suspended members must remove all equipment from MCR 

property within 14 days of notification of suspension, until 

reinstatement.  

   

18. Baiting on MCR property is permitted, see attached addendum for 

specifics 

19. To be considered for the any MCCSA deer contests all members and 

associates (if applicable) must abide by the following rules: 

  A). The deer must be taken on MCR property 

 B)  The deer must be checked in at MCR as per deer harvest rules 

(including all information as listed in the deer harvest form and 

associated photos) 

 C).  Award categories will be determined and announced at the 

start of the hunting season. 



 D).  In the case of a tie, each member will receive an award in that 

category. 

 E). Guests are not eligible. 

20.   The order of business shall be: 

  A).  Call to order and introduction of guests 

  B). Approval of minutes 

  C).  Treasurer’s report 

  D).  Communications 

  E).  Committee Reports 

  F).  Old Business 

  G).  New Business 

  H).  Adjournment 

21. No alcoholic beverages may be brought or consumed on any property 

owned by Merrill Creek Owners Group 

22. Merrill Creek Owners Group provides security and other MCR work 

related personnel for the reservoir.  MCCSA recognizes and understands 

that there may be times that areas leased to the club may have to be 

closed temporarily for safety and/or work-related activities.  Requests 

made by members of that MCR’s security group personnel, MCR staff and 

other MCR work related personnel with respect to activities on the site are 

to be followed.  Any appeals should be made to MCR staff responsible for 

environmental related issues. 

23. Any MCCSA member, MCCSA associate member MCCSA guest or 

individual on the MCCSA waiting list convicted of violating any federal, 

state or local laws applicable to hunting, while on MCR property, shall face 

disciplinary action up to and including permanent loss of hunting privileges 

on any properties owned by MCR and/or licensed to the MCCSA. 

24. Should a member be deficient in points at the end of the point year, he/she 

may make a appeal in writing within 2 weeks of that date detailing the 

reason(s) they were unable to obtain the required points.  This appeal 

must be delivered or emailed to a member of the executive board, where a 

decision will be made.  Should the member not agree with the decision, 

the member may invoke Article VI, Section I of the by-laws. 



25. Before becoming a associate member, a complete application must be 

submitted 

26. All MCR “rules and regulations” apply to MCCSA members and their 

guests 

27. Members may hunt in designated area only as licensed to MCCSA by the 

Merrill Creek Owners group in the lease.  Entering the Environmental 

Preserve Area, or any other safety zone, including other areas designated 

by MCR as restricted on any MCR property, for the purpose of hunting, 

driving game, or any hunting related activity is strictly prohibited, unless 

specifically allowed by MCR and following MCR requirements and/or 

stipulations (examples: MCR sanctioned preserve hunt or pursuing 

downed game into these areas after receiving permission from MCR). 

28.      Any addendums to these operating rules may be changed at the executive 

board’s discretion and with the approval of MCR, membership will be notified by 

email. 

29. The annual budget will be prepared by the treasurer and be submitted to the 

executive board by March 1st.  At the March meeting, the executive board will 

direct a review of the annual budget for the new fiscal year.  Approval requires a 

majority vote of a full quorum. 

30. The process for the election of officers shall observe the following guidelines: 

 A). The number of members appointed to the nominating committee by the 

president shall be 3 

 B). After the November meeting, the nominating committee shall prepare the 

necessary information to produce election ballots. 

 C). A member may obtain an absentee ballot by submitting a written request to 

the nominating committee. 

 D). Absentee ballots must be received, in a sealed envelope, by the nominating 

committee at least 2 days prior to the election. 
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Addendum to MCCSA Operating Rules 

(Effective Beginning the 2025/2026 Hunting Season) 

 

The following additions and revisions are hereby adopted by the Merrill Creek Conservation 

and Sportsmen Association (MCCSA) as an addendum to the current Operating Rules. 

These provisions are mandatory for all Members, Associate Members, and Guests, unless 

otherwise noted. 

1. Members-Only Portal  

MCR will fund and maintain a password-protected portal on the MCCSA section of the MCR 

website. Access credentials (i.e. password) will be provided to all Members and Associates. The 

portal will contain maps, forms, program information, and other non-public resources. 

 

2. Hunter Sign-In/Out  

Mandatory sign-in and sign-out via text to the dedicated MCR hunter phone (908-674-1988). 

Exception: members without texting capabilities may call and leave a voicemail. Required details: 

- Sign In: Name, Club Number, Date/Time, Season you are hunting (Example:  deer, Bear, Small 

Game, Turkey). – Sign Out: Name, Club Number, Time Left. Optional: report observed deer, bear, 

or turkey sightings. Random field checks will occur. This system is for hunter participation 

tracking only, not safety (call 911 in emergencies). 

 

3. Mandatory Deer Harvest Reporting  

All harvested deer must be reported within 24 hours of harvest by one of the following methods: - 

Placing a fully completed Deer Harvest Form (available at 3 field boxes on the MCR property or 

online at the MCR website) in the Merrill Creek Reservoir Mailbox located near the property 

entrance gates on Merrill Creek Road. Do not leave completed forms in the field boxes. - Emailing 

all the harvest information listed on the form or a copy of the form to the MCR Administrative 

Assistant at admin@merrillcreek.com is also acceptable. Additionally, it is mandatory to send 

photos of the exposed jawbone of the harvested deer and photos of the antlers to MCR via email 

to admin@merrillcreek.com. 

 

If the deer is going for taxidermy, you must inform MCR on the form or by email, but you are still 

responsible to provide photos of the jawbone or ask the taxidermist to save the lower jawbone so 

you can send it to MCR. Failure to comply with reporting requirements (timely reporting, required 

details, photos) will result in penalties including club point deductions, removal from the Associate 

Waiting List, guest bans, and/or parent/guardian penalties if a member’s child fails to comply. 
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4. Vehicle Access Rules  

Vehicular Access for the club is strictly limited: - No vehicle may block a gate or roadway access. 

- All vehicles associated with the club must display the Club Window Hanger in the windshield 

while on MCR property for any activity (hunting, work detail, 

scouting, stand maintenance, etc.).  

 

Concerning vehicular access to MCR, MCCSA understands and agrees to all of the 

following: 

a.    Vehicular Access for the club is Strictly Limited: Only public streets may be used as 

access for vehicle parking when hunting at MCR. MCR does not allow use by MCCSA or 

the public of off-road vehicles (ORVs), also known as “off-highway” vehicles, which are 

motor vehicles designed for use on unpaved surfaces, such as sand, gravel, mud, rocks, and 

snow on MCR property.  Examples of ORVS include but are not limited to all-terrain 

vehicles (ATVs), snowmobiles, motor bikes, dirt bikes, golf carts, and eBikes.   

b.    Permitted Limited Use of Gates and Gated Areas: There is no vehicular access to 

interior portions of the MCR property by MCCSA, except for: the gate at Tunnel-portal 

Right-of Way entrance on Fox Farm Road; the gate at the crossroads of Fox Farm 

Road/Richline Road/Allen’s Mill Road which leads up the ridge; and the gate leading to 

the wet-meadow on Allen’s Mill Road.  As to these three referenced gates (“the Gates”) 

and associated areas (“Gated Areas”): 

(1)   The Gates have combination locks on them that MCCSA can open and drive through 

without notifying MCR staff provided that MCCSA leave the gate open and hang their 

vehicle window ID on the carabiner on the gate. This helps identify that a club member 

/associate is on site.   

(2)   Any time one of the Gates is opened by MCCSA, it must be closed and locked 

immediately when the person returns to the open gate to retrieve their vehicle window 

ID from the carabiner.   

(3)   Access to the Gated Areas and their associated roads, forest, and fields is only granted 

by MCR for the following situations: pheasant stocking, retrieving deer/bear/turkey, 

setting-up or taking-down tree stands/portable ground blinds, putting out bait, and 

dropping off or picking up hunters.  

(4)   There is NO PARKING within the Gated Areas, including associated roads, forest, 

and fields, for hunting, driving, scouting or dog training.   

(5)   MCR does not maintain the roads at Gated Areas; entry to these areas is at the sole 

risk of MCCSA; and MCR is not responsible for any damage, loss or harm to property 

or persons associated with MCCSA entering these areas. Access to these areas at AT 

YOUR OWN RISK.  

(6)   Access to the Gated Areas and their associated roads, forests and fields is a privilege 

accorded to MCCSA; it is not a right accorded under the lease; and it can be revoked 

at any time for any reason by MCR.  

 

Normal parking for hunting purposes is expected to extend from about one hour before 

daylight to about one hour after daylight.  If a hunter is trailing a deer after those hours, a 

note should be placed in the windshield to notify MCR Security. 

 

 



5. Permanent Tree Stand Location Reporting  

 

The location (Latitude & Longitude) of all members’ permanent deer stands must be submitted 

to the club designee for mapping. This map must be provided to MCR each year prior to the 

opening day of Fall Archery Deer Season. If a stand is moved, the new coordinates must be 

immediately submitted to both the club’s mapping designee and MCR. Failure to comply will 

result in club point reduction. All members who allow others (members, associates, children, 

grandchildren, guests) to use their stand must provide written notice (email or letter) of the 

authorized users to the Tree Stand Committee Chairperson and MCR before Fall Bow season 

each year. If the list remains unchanged, it does not need to be re-submitted annually unless a 

members need to add or subject an individual from his approved list.  . Failure to provide this 

information will result in club point reduction.  Please note that your contact info and names 

of those allowed to use your stand will not be posted anywhere or distributed. It will, however, 

be logged in by MCR for tracking and data collection purposes. It is understood and recognized 

by MCCSA and MCR that sharing a member’s stand is a USE AT YOUR OWN RISK situation 

which means anyone using someone else’s stand agrees by way of receiving permission from 

the stand owner to release and forever discharge and hold harmless the stand owner, MCCSA 

and Merrill Creek Reservoir (Merrill Creek Reservoir is collectively their respective Boards, 

representatives, officers, employees, agents and contractors, ("Merrill Creek Reservoir" or 

"MCR")). from and with respect to any and all liability, claims, demands, actions, or causes of 

actions of whatever kinds or nature(collectively “Claims”), for any and all harm, damages, and 

losses (collectively “Damages”) including, but not limited to, Claims for personal injury, 

property damage or wrongful death, either in law or in equity, which arise or may here after 

arise or be alleged from their use of said tree stand on the Site property. Stand location 

information can be sent to: coloradomountainrider@gmail.com.  Information regarding people 

allowed to use a member’s permanent stand must be sent to the club’s Tree Stand Committee 

Chair and MCR via Email. 

 

6. Feeders & Baiting Permitted During Deer Season Only 

Placing agricultural products (example: corn, apples, grains, etc.), salt, mineral supplements or 

other edible legal lures at a stand to attract a game animal to approach closer to a hunter is 

permissible at MCR, as well as use of a feeder, as long as it is in accordance with New Jersey 

Hunting Regulations and only under the stipulations as specifically outlined by MCR.  

 

a) MCR Stipulations associated with Feeders and Baiting:  

Club members/associates may start baiting and/or use of a feeder 30 days before opening day Fall 

Bow and it must stop when the deer season ends according to the NJDFW Hunting regulations 

(typically for our Zone 7 the season ends sometime in February).  

 

THERE IS NO YEAR-ROUND FEEDING/BAITING. You may leave your feeder at your stand 

year-round - but NO YEAR-ROUND FEEDING/BAITING. If year-round feeding/baiting is 

discovered, MCR reserves the right to request that the person involved be removed from the club 

and/or the privilege of allowing feeders will be removed entirely from the club. Baiting and/or 

Feeder use is a privilege accorded to MCCSA; it is not a right accorded under the lease; and it can 

be revoked at any time for any reason by MCR.  
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7. Cutting Vegetation 

Limited cutting allowed at stand locations under strict rules: Club members may cut limited 

vegetation on the leased portion of the property at their permanent stand location only for shooting 

lanes or access to their stand, but only under the stipulations as specifically outlined by MCR as 

follows:  

 

• NO CUTTING OF WOODY VEGETATION that is 6-inch in diameter or greater. A six-inch 

diameter tree trunk is approximately 18.8 inches in circumference. This is roughly the size of a 

standard tree at a young age, often found in nurseries. To visualize it, imagine a tree with a trunk 

that would comfortably fit a little more than the span of a large hand. A 4-inch diameter tree is 

basically the circumference of a baseball bat.  

 

THERE WILL BE NO CLEARING of VEGETATION for the planting of FOOD PLOTS by the 

CLUB, CLUB MEMBERS, or ASSOCIATES.  

 

• NO CUT TREE SPECIES: NO CUTTING DOWN OF OAKS, HICKORY, WALNUT or 

CHESTNUT any size (Aside from Chestnut, you may may cut/prune branches of these other 

species to provide shooting lanes from your stand - see below) for help identifying trees see: 

https://www.arborday.org/tree-identification  

 

No use of Herbicide to clear vegetation  

 

Cutting Vegetation for shooting lanes can only be a maximum of 20 yards (60 feet)  

 

Cutting of vegetation at a tree stand location: Clear only what's necessary for clear shooting lanes 

(max 20 yards) and safe entry/exit. Aside from Chestnut, branches of “NO CUT TREE SPECIES” 

(see above) may be cut to provide shooting lanes. NOTE: Over-clearing can negatively impact 

wildlife habitat and potentially raise suspicion with deer.  

 

Cutting Trails to your stand: Vegetation cutting to provide walking trails to your stand is 

acceptable, but only under the following rules:  

 

• The trail to your stand can only be as wide to allow for a single person to walk on and drag 

a deer out, meaning it CANNOT be wide enough for an ATV to get through (the typical ATV is 

40-50 inches wide -so a trail must be less than 35 inches wide -no exceptions).  

 

• You cannot start cutting your trail from the road – meaning MCR does not want other 

people, dirt bikes, mt bikes, etc. to be able to recognize a trail from the road as we do not want the 

public accessing other areas of the property or coming in to steal a stand or cameras. Thus, begin 

your trail cutting at least 10-15 feet into the woods from the potential access point that the public 

could enter. EXAMPLE: if you are parked along Fox Farm Road, go into the woods at least 10-15 

feet from tree line at the road to start your “trail” there inside the woodline.  

 

• Do not make your walking trail obvious to the public - DO NOT HANG FLAGGING or 

TAPE or USE PAINT. Reflector pins are fine.  

 



• Lastly – maintaining your shooting lanes and stand access trail are the responsibly of the

club member NOT MCR, however MCR will routinely check the stand and trails to ensure that

the vegetation management stipulations are being followed. If it is not being followed – MCR

reserves the right to request that the person involve be removed from the club and/or the privilege

of allowing vegetation cutting will be removed entirely from the club. Limited cutting of

vegetation for stands/shooting lanes and stand access is a privilege accorded to MCCSA; it is not

a right accorded under the lease; and it can be revoked at any time for any reason by MCR.

8. Deer Drives on the Property (EXCLUDING the Preserve Area and the Areas currently 
designated as No Drive areas)

Any drive that occurs anywhere on the property must be an organized drive and someone in that 
drive must be designated to inform in writing (email) the club members and MCR, at least 2 days 
prior to the drive. This is a courtesy to other club members who may be hunting in that area as 
well as a safety measure to alert hunters of a drive that may be coming through.  No drive is to 
take place from daylight to 10 Am and 3:30 Pm till dark. 

The mandatory information that is needed to be provided to the club and John Parke of MCR prior 

to any drive in writing (email) is:  

• Who is participating in the drive (names of members/associates),

• when it is occurring (time and what day)

• where on property prior to drive taking place.

NOTE: Any drive that takes place on the west side of Fox Farm Road (that is the hunting only 
part of the property), that the drive MUST start at the ROW and head out away from the ROW.  
However, if a drive is starting at the southwest edge of the Fox Farm Road forestry cut it too 
must head away from the direction of the ROW, thus heading to the north is acceptable. 

MCR staff can be working during the day ANYWHERE on the property - so be mindful of that 

and please try to stay aways from the trails, dikes and dams that are associated with the perimeter 

trail when driving.  

Effective Date 

These Addendum Rules take effect beginning the 2025/2026 hunting season and remain in 

force unless amended by MCCSA executive board 
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